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The second edition of Contemporary Archaeology in Theory: The New Pragmatism, has been

thoroughly updated and revised, and features top scholars who redefine the theoretical and political

agendas of the field, and challenge the usual distinctions between time, space, processes, and

people.  Defines the relevance of archaeology and the social sciences more generally to the

modern world Challenges the traditional boundaries between prehistoric and historical

archaeologies Discusses how archaeology articulates such contemporary topics and issues as

landscape and natures; agency, meaning and practice; sexuality, embodiment and personhood;

race, class, and ethnicity; materiality, memory, and historical silence; colonialism, nationalism, and

empire; heritage, patrimony, and social justice; media, museums, and publics Examines the

influence of American pragmatism on archaeology Offers 32 new chapters by leading

archaeologists and cultural anthropologists
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Ã¢â‚¬Å“Contemporary Archaeology in Theory: The New Pragmatism is a great collection of texts to

teach from, but it is much more than that. Preucel and Mrozowski have put together a landmark

volume that combines a diversity of exciting contributions with a common intellectual agenda and

purpose. One comes away from reading The New Pragmatism with a sense of a serious, mature

discipline that combines academic rigour with social engagement.Ã¢â‚¬Â• Ã¢â‚¬â€•Matthew

Johnson, University of Southampton Ã¢â‚¬Å“Far more than a second edition, this is a fully

transformed, cutting- edge, thorough, truly monumental book that captures the richness of



archaeological theory today for introductory and advanced readers alike.Ã¢â‚¬Â• Ã¢â‚¬â€•Stephen

Silliman, University of Massachusetts, Boston Ã¢â‚¬Å“The new pragmatism advanced by the

editors places archaeology within its social context, importantly in ways that can serve

contemporary needs in the modern world. Archaeology is no longer innocent.Ã¢â‚¬Â•

Ã¢â‚¬â€•Peter Bellwood, Australian National University "This collection of papers works beautifully

as an overview of contemporary archaeological theory. It's framing as 'The New Pragmatism' is

quite appropriate given the discipline's challenge to better address current social contexts and

human needs." Ã¢â‚¬â€•Dean Saitta, University of Denver

This completely revised second edition of Contemporary Archaeology in Theory challenges the

traditional boundaries between prehistoric and historical archaeologies, as well as those between

time, space, things, and people. Essays by a distinguished group of archaeologists outline the

emergence of a socially conscious archaeology by addressing the material mediation of

contemporary social problems such as colonialism, industrialism, racialization, and

globalization.Ã‚Â Contemporary Archaeology in Theory: The New Pragmatism investigates the

gradual incorporation of questions of identity, meaning, agency, and practice alongside those of

system, process, and structure. This new edition is an essential reader for students and a

thought-provoking assessment of the field for all archaeologists, indigenous peoples, and the

concerned lay public.

First time buying Kindle edition textbooks. Disappointed there were no page numbers. This makes

trying to keep up the readings in class a little more troublesome. I have to actually find a physical

copy (which I was partially trying to avoid) to see where I am in the book and to note my citations.

All textbooks sold should have page numbers, unless style guides change to add

"Location/Percentage numbers" in citations for papers.

Good book

This book came used with slight wear but very little markings on the pages. The content of the book

sucks I wouldnt recommend professors to assign this to their students. There has to be better texts

out there.
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